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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

October 29, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Seth Guertin                 

L:  As we gather to worship,
P:  Let us have eyes open to see, ears alert to hear, minds ready to understand, and hearts prepared to love.
  L: Come, let us worship together!
      *Hymn -    “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”       Page 92
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Our Father, we confess that we have not always loved
 you with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. Nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us, we pray, and create in us more loving hearts that we may be faithful to your commandments. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 90:1-6 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
P: Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
L: You turn us back to dust, and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’
P: For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.
L: You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning;
P: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.
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October 29, 2023

Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services   or on YouTube 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  



  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  We believe in the one true God Eternal. He is the Almighty One who made Heaven and Earth, all we can see and we cannot see. We believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and master, at one with the Father before time began. He came for us and because of his living, dying and rising, we can call ourselves sons and daughters of the same Father. We believe in the spirit that is holy and makes us whole. We believe in the gathering and wandering, the pilgrimage of God’s people. We believe in the authority of the Good News. We believe in the power of the Word of Life. We believe in this through the witness of Christ reigning, now and forever, in all places and times. Amen.
Hymn -             “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”             Page 371
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 22:34-46 (Pg. 33 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                     Sue Faust, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                     “Love Is Everything”     

Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                    “Love Lifted Me”  
     Page 505  

*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”   
*Extinguishing of candles

   *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 29, 2023, the Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Donna Novinger in loving memory of her husband Dave.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: Oct. 29th & Nov. 5th - Bob Endy, Scott & Theresa Miller Family; Nov. 12th & Nov. 19th - Susan Faust, Dave & Doris Hand; Nov. 26th & Dec. 3rd - Dale Faust, Rachael Bryson & 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Oct. 1st thru 29th - Seth Guertin; Nov. 5th thru 26th: Norine Goss; Dec. 3rd thru 31st - Diane Shaffer.
LAY READERS: Oct. 29th - Sue Faust; Nov. 5 - Leon Shaffer; Nov. 12th - Ed Berra; Nov. 19th - Norine Goss; Nov. 26th - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 3rd - 1st Sunday of Advent  - Various readers.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: 29th - Marie Herb; Nov. 5th & 12th - Donna Novinger; Nov. 19th & 26th - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 3rd & 10th - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We start Season Three of “The Chosen” when we watch Lesson 1 video on Oct. 22nd and discuss Lesson 1 on Oct. 29th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Oct. 22nd - Sharon Fetterhoff & Bridget Campbell; Oct. 29th - Seth Guertin & Donna Novinger; Nov. 5th - Marie Herb & Sue Faust. All Children are encouraged to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!              
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Oct.  29 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online- Hymnal 
Oct.  30 - 7:00 PM - 1st Dartball game at Lykens U. Methodist Ch.
Nov.   1 - 10:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center is open

Nov.   4 - TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR!

Nov.   5 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online - All Saints recognition - Organist
                                    Confirmation Class (Music/Choir room) following Worship Service
Nov.  6 -  7:00 PM - Elders Meeting

Nov.   8 - 7:00 PM - Deacons Meeting (meeting changed to this date)
Nov.  12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online - Hymnal
                  Covered Dish Fellowship Meal following Worship Service
DARTBALL begins Monday, October 30th. Valleys will be at Lykens United Methodist Church at 7:00PM. Dartball Schedule is on bulletin board in Narthex; if you need a printed copy see Donna Novinger.
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOV. 5th: We will recognize members and friends of The Valleys who went to be with the Lord (in the past year since last All Saints Day) next Sunday, November 5th during worship service. All Saints' Day, (which is actually on Wednesday, November 1st this year), celebrates all faithful followers of Jesus throughout church history. It’s a feast day remembering those who have gone before us, honoring their lives and faithfulness. Believers come together to celebrate continued communion with saints through the ages, recognizing their continued participation in the body of Christ. It’s observed in various ways around the world, with many visiting the gravesides of loved ones. Using the western church calendar, Christians observe this feast day on November 1st each year.
             PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Jody Russell, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); *Erin Atland, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); *Chad Kitchen, (Home); *Gail Shertzer, (upcoming surgery); Vickie Shoffler, (Home); Scott Hebert, (Harrisburg Hosp. ICU Karen’s husband, Karen is Barb Lauver’s daughter); Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Ray Aubil, (car accident, Bridget Campbell-Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle;  John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Shelia Bentz; Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Gary Wallace, (Shirley Miller’s brother-in-law); Mike Lesher, (Karla Lesher’s husband)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
CONFIRMATION CLASS meets the 1st and 3rd SUNDAYS (Nov. 5th & 19th) following worship service in the Music/Choir Room. 

COVERED DISH FELLOWSHIP MEAL is held the 2nd Sunday of the month, November 12th.  Please join us in fellowship and bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable and/or dessert.)

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS!: The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER will be open every Wednesday for fellowship and activities from 10:00AM to 12:00Noon at The Valleys E.C.C. Helpers are needed to help with the Senior Center. Please see Ann Hale or call Valleys church office if you are interested or want more information. Please come and join us!

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday, November 14th, Eat at church only between 5:15-6:30PM.  (Please note time change.) Menu: Pulled Pork sandwich, Soup (Broccoli or Minestrone), fruit salad, Dessert. Meals are eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Nov. 9th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU!
   I would like to thank all of you for the Pastor Appreciation Cards and warm notes of gratitude. It has been a joy to serve as your Interim Pastor and I have been richly blessed by all of you.

                                                        Thank you, 

                                                        Pastor Kris
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4th!
                UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

INGATHERING/THANKSGIVING SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19th at 10:15AM.  Please bring non-perishable food items to be given to the local food bank. If anyone has a wagon we can use to take items up to the altar, please let the church office know. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd (First Sunday of Advent) at 10:15AM.  We will have various readers and carols during the service. Bring your family nativity to be displayed on tables in the social hall. Also, if you have pictures of past Christmases at The Valleys, please bring them in and give them to Peggy Berra (please label your pictures with the year and also your name so they can be returned to you after they are displayed).
We will have our covered dish fellowship meal on December 3rd following the Hanging of the Greens Service (instead of the 2nd Sunday in November). Please bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable and/or dessert) and join us in fellowship.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th at 7:00PM. We plan to have a pageantry with shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and wisemen along with special music, lessons and carols. Please plan to join us on this special night as we remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOYS 4 TOTS will use the social hall from Monday December 4th thru Saturday December 16th to gather, sort and distribute toys to families in the area.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for October 29, 2023

Invocation:

Almighty God, as we stand in awe of your goodness and mercy today, we invite you to be present among us by the power of your Holy Spirit.  Father, we declare that we love you and we thank you that you have made the way of love known through your son Jesus Christ.  We pray that you would reveal this great love to us all today as we gather to worship.  Lead us by your Spirit to praise you. May our hearts overflow with thanksgiving and our mouths proclaim your everlasting greatness.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.
Scripture:  Psalm 90:1-6, Matthew 22:34-46
Sermon: 



“Love Is Everything”

"An expert in the law, tested (Jesus) with this question:  "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: "’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ’Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." Matthew 22:35-40

Do you ever have people come up to you and tell a really, really long story or give a really, really lengthy explanation about something?  And while they are talking, you are thinking can’t they just get to the point!
In our reading today someone approaches Jesus, and they decide to test him with a really good question. They basically ask Jesus which is the absolute most important law by which we should live.
Whenever you have to pare down a whole ton of possibilities into just one or two preferences, what you end up doing is talking about what you really think matters in life.

So, Jesus is asked to state the most important thing ever written in the book of the Law.  An overwhelming challenge.  You can imagine some game show host asking that kind of question - Which of the 27,570 verses in the OT is the most important.  You have 10 seconds to answer.  
But, without skipping a beat, Jesus replies: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” That’s found in Deuteronomy chapter six. He continues: “This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ’Love your neighbor as yourself.”
So, Jesus summarizes all of the OT, all 27, 570 verses by saying that the most important thing we’ll find in the Bible is the command to love.

Now that can be a bit surprising if we’ve been used to thinking about this book as a book of rules. A book of dos and don’ts. There are of course “dos and don’ts” in the Bible. The ten commandments for example.

But when it comes right down to it, Jesus says that relationships matter the most.  Love...matters the most.  So much so that Jesus says: “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

That’s like saying “What this Book is trying to teach us about life...is that the most important thing is to love...To love your Maker and to love the other people beside yourself that your Maker made”.

Now, how can that be?  How can Jesus say that love is what it’s all about?  Don’t we need to hear, for instance, that it’s wrong to kill?  That it’s wrong to oppress the poor?  That stealing and lying and charging excessive interest is wrong?

Yes, we do need to hear that, but if we really truly get what Jesus means when he says that life is about love, that we only need to love God and each other.  If we get that and live that, then of course we’re not going to do anything that is not loving to anyone else.  That’s actually the best definition of the word “Love” that I know of.  Behaving in loving ways to another.  To love someone is to treat them in a loving way.

Often, we think of love as an emotion and of course it is.  But, love needs to be expressed in real terms in order to make any kind of difference in order to actually BE love.

Love that’s unexpressed is just sentiment.  If it stays as just an emotion without finding expression, it doesn’t really accomplish much.

What you feel only matters to you, what you do to the people you say you love, that’s what matters.  That’s remarkably similar in my mind to what Jesus is saying in the passage we’re discussing today.

"’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” and ’Love your neighbor as yourself.’

And so, a good question to ask ourselves, perhaps is, “how am I doing at loving others?”  We can ask ourselves: “How am I doing at expressing my love for God?  Am I stopping to observe the beauty of His creation?  Am I treating what He has made well?  Am I talking to Him?  Am I letting Him in on my thoughts, my pain, my doubts, my fears?  Am I walking with Him?

You know, the first picture we have in the Bible about God and people is one where God is walking with someone in a garden. Walking in a garden, that’s what lovers do, what people who really treasure each other do.  We breathe in the air, enjoy the colors and the new life together, we talk and laugh and sometimes cry.  That’s a picture of intimacy and caring and trust.

And of course, the invitation God gives us all the time is to come home and walk with him in the garden.  Are we walking with him in the garden?

And we might also ask, “How am I doing at loving others?”  A good question.  All of us have people that we care for and care about.  The closer we are to those people the greater the opportunities for real joy in the relationship.

It’s also true that we can hurt the ones we’re closest too, but the challenge I think is to really be aware of the people who are near us.  Give them our time.  Listen intently.  Laugh with those who laugh.  Weep with those who are weeping.  Stick with people who are going through tough times.  Offer encouraging words to others.  One word or a pleasing smile is often enough to raise up a saddened and wounded soul.  Taking an interest in what others are doing or saying is a powerful form of encouragement.  And perhaps risk a little by enlarging the circle of our friendships.

That’s what Jesus is talking about when He says: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  The first challenge here of course is to love ourselves. Treat ourselves well. For many this is very difficult. Lucille Ball said” Love yourself first and then everything falls into line”. There’s a lot of truth in that.

When Jesus says here to love our neighbor as ourselves, He’s challenging us to reach out beyond ourselves. 

Love acts.  Love behaves lovingly.  And somehow, and here’s a great mystery, all of God’s intentions for humanity are wrapped up in love.  Loving God.  Loving one another.

This treasure of the Bible has one main point. To teach us, or to remind us of the value of just how much it really means to love God to love our neighbor.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Our gracious and loving Heavenly Father, we come to you this morning in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  We come, not as strangers or foreigners, but we’re your children and you are our Father.   We’ve been made part of your family through Christ Jesus.  

We thank you today for your faithfulness and your mercy and grace.  You’re always there when we need you.  You’ve never turned us away and you’ve never failed us.  You’ve never failed to fulfill your promises to us and to your world.  In our troubles and trials and when the road seemed long, you’ve been right there with us and you’ve helped us through, and we give you thanks and praise today.  Lord, we thank you for all you’ve done for us, but most of all we thank you for who and what you are.

We want to tell you that we want to do your will and fulfill your plans and purposes for us.  We’re available because we’ve surrendered our lives to you, and You can do with us whatever you choose.  We’re all busy with the business of living in the here and now.  We have jobs, we have families, we have responsibilities, we get involved in all kinds of things, some of vital importance and some of them are only trivial.  So, help us Lord, to put first things first.  Help us to keep our priorities straight.  Help us to seek first Your kingdom and righteousness and let the other things fall into their rightful places.  Help us to make the right choices that will count for eternity.

We pray for the needs of our people today.  We’ve all come with individual and very personal needs.  Maybe nobody on earth knows about the struggles and burdens they’re facing, but you know, and you invite us to bring everything to you in prayer.  So, we each reach out to you, and we know that you’re already reaching out to us.  We ask you to meet our needs this morning and give us the assurance that you’re answering our prayers.  We pray for many different kinds of physical needs, financial needs, there are those with emotional needs.  Some need healing.  Whatever the need we bring them to you.

We pray for our community and those that are all around us.  We pray for our government officials.  We pray for divine wisdom and the ability to lead justly and wisely.     

We pray for your Word as it is preached around the world this very day.

We lift all these things up to you in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . .”Our Father. . . Amen.”

Benediction:
May the strength of Christ sustain us; may the power of God preserve us; may the hands of God protect us; may the way of God direct us; may the love of God go with us this day and forever.  Amen.
